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Innovation meets tradition in Vollmer's new building in Japan

Biberach an der Riss, 09th November 2021 — Japan is famously a country that
celebrates both tradition and innovation; two principles also valued by the
Swabian sharpening specialists VOLLMER. It therefore comes as little surprise
that the new premises of the Japanese branch of the machine manufacturer
marries the traditional with the innovative: When constructing the new building
in the city of Ageo, Vollmer not only took into account energy efficiency and
sustainability, but also respected the ancient tradition of having the plot
blessed by a Shinto priest. During the Japanese "roofing ceremony", sake, salt
and rice were sprinkled into the corners of the rooms. Inside, the Vollmer team
can enjoy extensive office space and floor area, and customers can visit the
new showroom to see Vollmer machines up close and even try them out. After
an eight-month build, the team recently moved in.

(You can also find the press release with relevant pictures at: https://www.vollmer-
group.com/en/company/press/press-releases )

In December 2020, in the city of Ageo some 40 kilometres north of Tokyo, the
Jichinsai was held for Vollmer Japan's new building: This ceremonial ritual saw a
Shinto priest bless the approx. 1700 square metre building site, upon which the new
premises of Vollmer's Japanese subsidiary were subsequently constructed in just
eight months. Sake, salt and rice were also sprinkled in the corners of the offices and
function rooms, as is the local tradition. In mid-September 2021, Vollmer threw a pre-
opening party with partners and suppliers — the official opening is scheduled for early
June 2022.

"We decided to build brand new premises in Japan, partly because our existing office
space was too small, and partly because we want to demonstrate how important the
Japanese market is for Vollmer. Now with some 1000 square metres of office space
and floor space, we even have room for a dedicated showroom for our customers,”"
explains Carl Moser, Vollmer Branch Manager in Japan. "And at the same time, we
are paving the way towards energy efficiency and sustainability, with solar panels
spanning 250 square metres of the roof as well as plans for a charging station for
electric cars."


https://www.vollmer-group.com/en/company/press/press-releases
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In the summer months, the solar panels cover the majority of the site's power
requirements. Another important element of the concept is the installation of three
charging columns for electric cars from January 2022 and the procurement of plug-in
hybrids for use as company cars. The new building gentle is not only designed with
the environment in mind, but with the current workforce of 16 in mind too: As such,
Vollmer has incorporated a little café for meetings and breaks, and given thought to
other details such as height-adjustable desks for an ergonomic working environment.
There are also two large meeting rooms that can be combined to make one large
seminar room with space for 40 customers. There's also an extensive storage facility
for parts, where the most important spare parts are always in stock and can be
dispatched to customers in next to no time.

The showroom features up to five sharpening machines and customers can watch
live demonstrations and even have a go at machining some tools. At present, the
showroom primarily features Vollmer machines that can be used to machine rotating
cutting tools: The VGrind 360S grinding machine sharpens carbide tools and the
VPulse 500 wire erosion machine automatically machines PCD tools (polycrystalline
diamond). Eroding and grinding up to 100 percent is achievable with the Vollmer
VHybrid 260, which customers can even put through its paces in the showroom. For
ultra-precise evaluation of machining quality, Vollmer Japan also offers a range of
measuring equipment, such as a Genius 4 from Zoller and a high-tech microscope
from Keyence.

"We established Vollmer Japan more than 20 years ago, and with this new premises,
we are well equipped to continue our success story in the land of the rising sun,"”
explains Jurgen Hauger, CEO of the VOLLMER GROUP. "Japan plays a central role
in our positioning on the Asian market and is also very important for our
internationalisation, which we continually expand via our branches across 14
countries."

(approx. 4,000 characters)
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Press images

Caption: Vollmer's Japan team is excited to get started in the new premises in the city of Ageo,
roughly 40 kilometres north of Tokyo.

Caption: Vollmer Japan received beautiful floral gifts from partners, suppliers and customers to
celebrate the completion of the new premises, which will be officially inaugurated in early 2022.
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Caption: The new branch of Vollmer Japan has its very own showroom, featuring up to five
sharpening machines, which customers can visit for a live demonstration or a trial.

Caption: The exterior of the new building in Japan.
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About the VOLLMER Group

With its comprehensive range of machinery, the VOLLMER Group — which has sites in Germany,
Austria, Great Britain, France, Italy, Poland, Spain, Sweden, the USA, Brazil, Japan, China, South
Korea, India and Russia — enjoys global success as a tool machining specialist in terms of both
production and service. The technological leader's range of products includes the most advanced
grinding, eroding, laser and machining tools for rotary tools and circular saws in the woodworking and
metalworking industries, as well as for metal-cutting band saws. In offering this, VOLLMER draws
heavily on the company's long-standing expertise and its strengths: Local contacts, quick decisions
and rapid action by a family-run company. The VOLLMER Group currently employs approximately
800 workers worldwide, with around 580 of these at the main headquarters in Biberach alone,
including more than 75 trainees. The company invests around eight to ten per cent of its turnover in
the research and development of new technologies and products. As a provider of technology and
services, the VOLLMER Group is a reliable partner to its customers.

Further information and relevant images are available at:
https://www.vollmer-group.com/en/company/press/press-releases

Find us on LinkedIn and Facebook as well:
www.linkedin.com/company/vollmer-werke
www.facebook.com/vollmergroup
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